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THE AFRICAN SOCIETY

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

23rd July, 1908.

THE annual general meeting of the members of the
African Society was held on July 23rd at the Imperial Insti-
tute, the Right Hon. the Earl of Onslow, the retiring Pre-
sident of the Society, being in the chair.

The minutes of the last annual meeting were read by the
Secretary and confirmed.

The Chairman then said: I have to announce that the
Council have elected the Right Hon. Alfred Lyttelton, K.C.,
M.P., as President of the Society for the ensuing year. I
congratulate the Society upon this, and it is a pleasure to me
to know that at the end of my term of office I am able to hand
over the position of President to an ex-Colonial Secretary in
whom we have the greatest confidence.

Sir George Taubman Goldie then rose and said he thought
that it was a fitting moment to propose a hearty vote of
thanks to the retiring President for his services during the
past year.

Mr. J. Cathcart Wason, M.P., seconded this, and it was
carried with acclamation.

Lord Onslow, in reply, said: I thank you very much for
the vote of thanks which you have passed, and perhaps I may
venture to say that in the small ness of the gathering which
I see before me there is some evidence that our labours during
the past year have not been altogether in vain. On the last
occasion that we had a general meeting the benches were
crowded by those who had evidently come there for the pur-
pose of delivering themselves of something that filled their
souls with dread. I think we can say that the calm shade of
the olive branch is now over this Society, and that we are now
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in smooth waters. I shall always look back with pride and
pleasure to the year of office which I have had in this Society,
as it began in circumstances not altogether peaceful, whereas
now we are all working in harmony.

I will move the adoption of the report and balance-sheet
of the Council. You already have copies, and I suggest it may
be taken as read. I do not think it is necessary for me to
comment.upon it. You will notice that the dinners have
been more largely attended than in any previous year of the
Society's existence, and the social intercourse thus afforded
has been much appreciated by members and their friends.
The membership of the Society has increased, and the
Journal has proved a valuable contribution towards the
literature of the British Empire. I am sure for all these
reasons we may congratulate ourselves upon the report
which the Council presents to us, and I beg to move its
adoption.

Professor Wyndham Dunstan: Although I am a member
of the Council I may be allowed to second that.

The report of the Council and accounts and balance-sheet
for the year ending December 31st, 1907, were unanimously
adopted.

The report read as follows:—

The Council have much pleasure in presenting the Annual
Report to the Members.

The number of candidates elected during the year July 1st,
1907, to June 30th, 1908, comprised 72 Members and three
Lady Associates.

On July 1st, 1907, there was an effective membership of
652, with 57 Lady Associate Members, whereas now the
membership stands at 682, with 60 Lady Associate Members.

The Council are again in a position to state, as in previous
Reports, that a large proportion of the new Members consists
of officials engaged in administrative work under the Govern-
ment in different parts of Africa.

The Journal of the Society has been published quarterly
as in past years, and the increasing number of useful articles
submitted to the Editor, and the many appreciative com
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ments made by readers upon the papers which it contains,
testify to the valuable place which the Journal occupies in
African literature. Believing that the Journal offers the most
effective means at the disposal of the Society of spreading
knowledge about Africa, the Council will welcome contribu-
tions from individual Members who have special acquaint-
ance with African questions.

The meetings that have taken place during the Session
have, it is gratifying to note, been very largely attended.

The following important papers have been communicated
to the Society :—

DATE.

1907.

PAPEK.

Nov. 29th Presidential Address

.908.
Feb. 17th "Lake Chad"

AUTHOR.

Rt Hon. THE EARL
OF ONSLOW,

G.C.M.G.

CKAIBUAN,

Rt. Hon. Sir GEORGE TAUB-
MAN GOLDIB, K.CM.G.,
F.R.S.

Lieut BOYD ALEX- COL Sir T. H. HOLDICH,
ANDBR, F.Z.S. K.C.M.G.

March 17th "Sleeping Sickness"

May 15th " The Development
of Northern Nigeria "

June 19th " The Northern Ter-
ritories of the Gold

Coast"

DAVID Rt Hon. Sir J. WEST RIDGE-
C.B., WAY, G.C.B., G.C.M.G.

Col. Sir
BRUCE,
F.R.S.

Lieut - Col. Sir Rt Hon. Sir GEORGE TAUB-
PBRCYGIRODARD, MAN GOLDIB, K.C.M.G.,
K.CM.G. F.R.S.

Lieut-Col. A. E. Mr. J. CATHCART WASON,
G. WATHERSTON, M.P.
C.M.G.

These papers represented original and valuable contri-
butions.

The dinners have been more largely attended than in any
previous year of the Society's existence, and the Council be-
lieve that, apart from the usefulness of the papers given, the
opportunities of social intercourse afforded by the dinners
have been much appreciated by Members and their friends.

During the year ending June 30th, 1908, the officers of the
Society have had frequent inquiries from Members of the
Society and others about to go out to Africa regarding
languages and other, matters, and the necessary information
has always been supplied.

The Council are glad to state that during the year there
have been 26 additions to the library, some of the works pre-
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sented being of considerable value. The Council take this
opportunity of thanking the donors.

The Council have every reason to be satisfied with the pro-
gress made by the Society during the past year, and are
gratified to observe that the considerable notice given through-
cut the Press to the papers read before the Society is helping
to make the value of its work more widely known and
recognised.

In view of the growing importance of the African posses-
sions of the Empire it is desirable that these should be repre-
sented as fully as possible in the membership of the Society,
and the Council trust that existing Members will lose no
opportunity of bringing the Society's work before those to
whom it is not already known.

Printed by Order of the Council, for presentaton to
Annual Meeting.

July, 1908.

Having to fulfil another engagement, Lord Onslow then
vacated the chair and left the meeting, and his place was
taken by Sir George Taubman Goldie.

The Chairman said: The next item on the agenda is the
election of the Council and honorary officers for the ensuing
year. You already have a list of names nominated by the
Council, and I venture on their behalf to add the name of
Lord Onslow as Vice-President.

With the addition mentioned the list read as follows:—
Vice-President: The Earl of Onslow, G.C.M.G.
(It appeared from the list that none of the existing Vice-

Presidents retired, and therefore none required re-election.)
Members of Council: T. L. Gilmour, Esq., Sir Henry

Bulwer, G.C.M.G., T. F. Victor Buxton, Esq., Prof. Sir E.
Ray Lankester, K.C.B., Dr. Chalmers Mitchell, F.R.S.,
G. W. Neville, Esq., Sir Montagu Ommanney, G.C.M.G.,
Sir Clement Hill, K.C.M.G., M.P., and J. Cathcart Wason,
Esq., M.P.

(It appeared from the list that the following members of
Council did not retire, and therefore did not require re-
election :—
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Prof. Wyndham Dunstan, F.R.S., C. Sydney Goldmann,
Esq., Sir T. H. Holdich, K.C.M.G., Arthur H. Loring,
Esq., Sir Ralph Moor, K.C.M.G., Prof. E. A. Minchin,
F.Z.S., Frederic Shelford, Esq., B.Sc, M.Inst.C.E.,
Hahnemann Stuart, Esq., and F. Swanzy, Esq.)

Hon. Treasurer: Col. J. G. B. Stopford.
Hon. Solicitor: C. H. Ommanney, Esq., C.M.G.
Hon. Auditors: Messrs. Deloitte, Plender, Griffiths & Co.
The above list was seconded by Mr. Hahnemann Stuart,

and carried.
This concluded the proceedings.
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